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Welcome! 

You are going to have a lot of fun and learn a lot in music. Did you know that studies have shown 
that people who can play a musical instrument do better in other classes, on tests, and even have 
higher I.Q. scores than non-musicians?! Most importantly, though, music is just FUN! Our BJH 
instrumental music program will be like a second family for you. When you are involved in 
instrumental music, you will always have a place where you belong and have a huge network of 
friends from your very first day of junior high! 

Before you read the rest of this handbook, you must understand that instrumental music is a year-
long course and you are making a commitment to stay in it throughout the entire year.  You 
will not be allowed to transfer out mid-year except in extreme circumstances or in the case that you 
are receiving a D or F in the class at the end of the first semester. If you are unsure about your ability 
to make this commitment, please talk to Mrs. Bartell right away. Do not go to the guidance office 
without speaking to her first, as it is normal for some students to feel overwhelmed at first. Mrs. 
Bartell is here to help!   

Course Descriptions 

Intermediate Band 
Intermediate Band is for the student who has played an instrument for at least a year.  Instruments 
taught in this class include flute, oboe, clarinet, alto, tenor, and baritone saxophone, bassoon, 
French horn, trumpet, trombone, euphonium, tuba, and percussion (i.e. xylophone, bells, snare 
drum, and bass drum).  The class will focus on continued development of musical techniques, music 
theory, and performance skills.  Students are required to participate in all performances designated 
by Mrs. Bartell (at least four per year).  There will be field trips and activities scheduled throughout 
the year as well.  Intermediate Band will prepare students for future participation in Concert Band, as 
well as the Brea Olinda High School band. 

Concert Band 
Concert Band is the most advanced concert ensemble at Brea Junior High, and students are placed 
in this class either after successful completion of Intermediate Band, successful audition, or 
recommendation of Mrs. Bartell. Students in this group generally have at least two to three years of 
music experience. The class will focus on advanced musical techniques as well as continued 
technical development and musicianship, and students will perform extensively throughout the 
school year.  The Concert Band regularly represents Brea Junior High at concert festivals and 
competitions across southern California, including an annual performance at Disneyland or Knott’s 
Berry Farm, as well as other community locations.  Concert Band members are required to 
participate in all performances.  Under Mrs. Bartell's direction, the prestigious Concert Band has 
consistently received superior ratings at festivals and competitions throughout the region. Concert 
Band will prepare students to join any of the bands at Brea Olinda High School. 

Jazz Band 
Jazz Band is an advanced level band at Brea Junior High for students who are competent on 
saxophone, trumpet, trombone, or a rhythm instrument (piano, guitar, string bass, drum set). 
Students are placed in this class either after successful audition or recommendation of the 
teacher. In this year-long class, students will learn advanced musical skills and playing 
techniques in the jazz style as well as improvisation. Jazz Band will perform extensively 
throughout the school year. Jazz Band will prepare students for participation in the award 
winning BOHS Swingin’ Wildcat Jazz Band.  Jazz Band must be taken concurrently with 
Concert Band or Intermediate Band.  
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Beginning String Orchestra 
This year-long course is designed for students who have either very little or no experience 
playing a string instrument (violin, viola, cello, string bass). Students will learn the basics of 
reading music and playing a string instrument, and will perform at a variety of concerts and 
events throughout the school year. There will be field trips and activities scheduled throughout the 
year as well. Beginning Orchestra will prepare students for future participation in the Brea Olinda 
High School orchestra. 

Advanced Orchestra – Advanced Orchestra is the most advanced string orchestra class at 
Brea Junior High, and students are placed in this class either after successful completion of 
Beginning Orchestra or recommendation of the teacher.  In this year-long class, students will 
learn advanced music reading skills and playing techniques on a string instrument, and will 
perform at concert festivals and competitions across southern California.  Advanced Orchestra 
will prepare students for participation in high school orchestra.  

Class Materials 

The following is a list of recommended materials for all instrumental music classes. We will use 
these materials daily—they will keep you organized and prepared for success!   

- Your instrument, in a case labeled with a name tag 
- Cleaning and maintenance supplies for your instrument 
- A black, one-inch binder with a clear insert on the front, with the following inside: 

- A pack of at least 25 plastic sheet protectors for sheet music and other handouts 
- A pack of at least five tabbed dividers (we will label in class) 
- Loose leaf notebook paper (just 5-10 sheets of paper is fine) 

- Tradition of Excellence book one (Intermediate band only) 
- Essential Elements for Strings book one (Beginning Orchestra only) 
- Pencil with eraser (on your music stand every day! 
- Electronic tuner and metronome (not required but highly recommended) 

Please have all materials in class by Monday, August 26. Contact Mrs. Bartell if you need 
financial assistance. No student shall be excluded from participating in music for 
financial reasons!  
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Cleaning and Maintenance Supplies 

These supplies are recommended for the maintenance and cleaning of your instrument. Many music 
stores sell all of these supplies together in maintenance kits for each instrument. Bring this paper with you 
to the music store to eliminate confusion! 

ALL BAND CLASSES 

Flute 
- Cleaning cloth (for inside of 

instrument) 
- Plain, soft cloth (for polishing the 

outside of the instrument) 
- Cleaning rod 

Clarinet 
- Cork grease 
- At least five #2.5 reeds or higher 

(Vandoren brand recommended) 
- Reed storage case 
- Swab cloth (for cleaning inside of 

instrument) 

Saxophone 
- Cork grease 
- At least five #2.5 reeds or higher 

(Vandoren brand recommended) 
- Reed storage case 
- Swab cloth (for cleaning inside of 

instrument) 

Trumpet/Euphonium/Tuba 
- Valve oil 
- Tuning slide grease 
- Mouthpiece brush 
- Cleaning snake 
- Plain, soft cloth (for polishing) 

French Horn 
- Rotor oil 
- Tuning slide grease 
- Mouthpiece brush 
- Cleaning snake 
- Plain, soft polishing cloth 

Trombone 
- Slide oil 
- Tuning slide grease 
- Mouthpiece brush 
- Cleaning snake 
- Plain, soft cloth (for polishing) 

Percussion 
- Practice pad – full size (for home 

practice) 
- Bell kit (for home practice) 
- Snare sticks – size SD 2 General 

ALL ORCHESTRA CLASSES 

Violin/Viola 
- Quality instrument that is the 

appropriate size for the player  
- Bow 
- Rosin 
- Shoulder rest 
- Cleaning cloth (soft cloth for cleaning 

instrument and bow) 

Cello/Bass 
- Quality instrument that is the 

appropriate size for the player 
- Bow 
- Rosin 
- Rock stop or end pin 
- Cleaning cloth (soft cloth for cleaning 

instrument and bow 
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Instruments and Equipment 

Although most students will already have instruments, beginners will select an instrument during 
the first two weeks of class.  Mrs. Bartell will assist in helping you choose an instrument that will 
be right for you.  Some school-owned instruments are available to be checked out, but you may 
also rent or purchase an instrument from an outside source. 

If you do not check out a school instrument and would like to obtain your own, it is 
recommended that you rent an instrument from a local music store during your first year of 
playing. This gives you some flexibility if you decide to change to a different instrument later.  
Basic rental fees vary depending on the type of instrument.  You should contact the stores to 
check their rental rates. Most music stores offer rent-to-own programs; this is a convenient way 
to go. Beware of extremely cheap instruments; this can be a sign poor quality.  This often delays 
or even prevents a student’s success.  Learning to play an instrument is like learning to 
drive; you wouldn’t learn to drive on a car with four flat tires!  A poorly made instrument 
or instrument in poor condition will impede your ability to learn to play.  Please contact 
Mrs. Bartell if you would like recommendations on quality brand names for your instrument. 

You may have relatives or friends who have an instrument of reasonable quality.  You certainly 
should take advantage of these if possible!  However, some older instruments may need 
maintenance or repairs, so if you choose to go this route, have Mrs. Bartell look over the 
instrument to make sure it is in good playing condition.  Likewise, please be wary of instruments 
sold on Amazon, Craig’s List, eBay, and other similar sites. You might find a good deal on these 
websites, but make sure you are buying a reputable brand.  Check with Mrs. Bartell before 
buying to be sure you’re not wasting your money! 

On page 5 you will find a list of the recommended cleaning and maintenance supplies for each 
instrument. Please take this with you when you rent your instrument to avoid confusion. 

The following is a list of a few local stores.  Of course, you may obtain an instrument wherever 
you like. If cost is a problem, please notify Mrs. Bartell.  She will do everything in her 
ability to help you obtain an instrument and necessary supplies.  

Music and Arts 
504 S. State College 
Anaheim, CA 92806 

(714) 999-5015 
https://stores.musicarts.com/anaheim 

Morey’s Music Store (strings only) 
4834 Woodruff Ave. 

Lakewood, CA 90713 
 (562) 420-9532 

moreysmusic.com 

La Habra Music 
1885 W. La Habra Blvd. 

La Habra, CA 90631 
(562) 694-4891 

lahabramusic.com 

Imperial Band Instruments  
(band instruments only) 
15847 East Imperial Hwy 

La Mirada, CA 90638 
(562) 245-6043 

imperial-band.com 

Mo’s Fullerton Music 
121 N. Harbor Blvd. 
Fullerton, CA 92832 

(714) 871-1805 
www.mosfullertonmusic.com 

Pauls Violin 
1761 W. Houston Ave. 
Fullerton, CA 92833 

(714) 449-1725 
paulsviolin.com 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The Instrumental Music Room 

The instrumental music room is a very special place, which only instrumental music students 
have earned the right to enter.  We must treat the room and all of the extremely valuable 
equipment in it with our utmost respect.  The way you enter the room should demonstrate your 
respect for our high standards (yelling and running are unacceptable).  Only music students 
are to enter our room.  Our room is off limits to all other students.   

The instrumental music room will be opened most days by 7:30 am, so that students may put 
their instruments away.  If Mrs. Bartell is in the room, instrumental music students are invited to 
come in before school, after school, and during lunch to practice, study, or just be with other 
instrumental music students.  Mrs. Bartell will open the room at the end of school so that 
students may pick up their instruments for home practice.  If Mrs. Bartell is not available to open 
the room, arrangements will be made for another staff member to open the room. Students will 
always have access to their instruments.  

Food, drink, and gum will not be allowed in the instrumental music room at any time.  
Gum chewing and/or eating in the room will result in a minor incident report or detention. 

Practice Rooms 

The practice rooms located in the instrumental music room are available for students to use 
outside of class time.  If you wish to use a practice room either before school, after school, or 
during snack or lunch, you must ask Mrs. Bartell for permission first.  The practice rooms are 
intended for practicing only, and any students using the rooms inappropriately are subject to 
losing their practice room privileges for the remainder of the school year.  In addition, the rooms 
must be kept clean at all times.  Clean up any mess, throw away trash, and put everything back 
the way you found it before leaving the room.  Practice rooms will remain locked whenever not 
in use. 

Instrument Storage 

Instruments may be stored in designated cabinets in the Music Room. Students may drop them 
off in the mornings, leave them throughout the day, and pick them up at the end of the day to 
take home. Your instrument case must be labeled on the outside with your name (some 
music stores provide nametags for free, or a luggage tag works well). It also helps to have 
something identifiable attached to the case such as a key chain. This will help avoid instrument 
mix-ups, as many instruments and cases look almost identical. Due to the vast growth of the 
music program, space is limited, so it is of the utmost importance that the storage area be left 
extremely neat and organized. Any student who fails to put their instrument away properly will 
receive a minor incident report. The cabinets are for instruments only. Textbooks from other 
classes, backpacks, or any other personal belongings are not to be stored in the cabinets. In 
addition, it is not recommended that students leave valuables in their cases or in the music 
room during the school day. The school takes no responsibility for damaged, lost, or stolen 
items, including instruments, tuners, etc. Students need to take their instruments home 
every day, both for practice and for security reasons.  
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Rules and Procedures 

- Be in the classroom before the bell rings, and have all materials out and be ready to 
play no later than 2 minutes after the tardy bell.  Students not in their seat when 
class begins will be considered tardy and points will be deducted if materials are not out 
and ready.  Backpacks should be completely under the student’s chair, not to the side of 
the room.  Cases should be either under the student’s chair, or in the cabinet, NOT on 
the floor to the side of the room. 

- Any student who fails to bring his/her instrument or materials to class will be given a 
written assignment to work on in lieu of the missed rehearsal. Repeat offenders will 
receive detention. 

- When Mrs. Bartell (or anyone else!) steps on the conductor’s podium, stop everything 
you’re doing and listen.  Any time the teacher is speaking, instruments should be kept 
across the lap--no clicking keys, blowing air, or practicing at this time.  This is referred to 
as “rest position.” Do not talk when the conductor or anyone else is on the podium.  

- Handle only the equipment you use.  This means no switching instruments, and the 
school percussion equipment (unless you are a percussionist) are off limits at all times!  
Percussion students must always use the instruments responsibly; do not play any 
instrument you have not yet learned how to play! 

- You will be given at least 3 minutes to clean up at the end of class.  During this time you 
need to put your instrument and all materials away, straighten your chair and music 
stand, and throw away any trash in your area.  Once these tasks are completed and you 
have returned to your seat, Mrs. Bartell will dismiss you—NOT the bell! 

- Use the restroom only during snack, lunch, passing period, or the first three minutes or 
last three minutes of class!  Do not ask to use the restroom during class unless it is a 
true emergency. 

- There is no gum, food, or drink allowed in the Music Room at any time.   
- Raise your hand and wait to be acknowledged before speaking.  Do not raise your hand 

during class time to ask questions or make statements that are unrelated to the class! 
- Respect your classmates, your teacher, yourself, and all equipment. 
- Follow directions at all times, the first time! 
- Try your best—improve each time you play! 

Discipline Plan 

One of the most important things for you to learn in life is that everything you do has a 
consequence!  Sometimes the consequence is positive, and sometimes it is negative.  To get 
the consequences you want, it is extremely important that you think about your actions before 
you act!   

Disruptive behavior and/or violations of the rules will be dealt with accordingly, depending on 
severity (in no specific order): 

- Verbal warning 
- Parent contact/conference 
- Detention 
- Minor Incident Report 
- Major Incident Referral 
- Saturday School 
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Attendance 

Your daily attendance is crucial to your success in this class.  Tardiness and truancies will not be 
tolerated.  Failure to comply with the school attendance policy will result in disciplinary action.    
You will be considered tardy if you are not in your assigned seat when the teacher begins class, 
even if you are in the classroom. Each tardy will result in a loss of 5 points from the student’s 
daily rehearsal technique grade. Students with consistent tardies will receive detention and 
possibly Saturday School in accordance with the school tardy policy. 

Homework and Practice Records 

You must practice daily to succeed in learning any musical instrument. Therefore, practice is 
normally your only homework. During class, we play the music together, not individually.  
Therefore, if a student is not prepared and did not practice the music, it holds back the entire 
class. Students are liable for whatever music was learned in class. Sometimes there will be 
more specific practice assignments, but since each student is different in their strengths and 
weaknesses, they are usually expected to practice and log the areas they need the most work 
on. Students are always responsible for mastering at home the material we played in 
class that day.    

Each student must practice for a minimum total of 2 1/2 hours, broken down over at least 5 days 
a week. It is recommended to plan a practice time that you will adhere to every day so it 
becomes part of a routine and you won’t “forget” to do it, etc. However, since many students 
have extremely busy or unpredictable schedules, you may do your practice whenever it best fits 
into your schedule each week. A practice record logging the time that you practice is due 
EVERY MONDAY, signed by a parent or guardian. These are worth 25 points per week—
five points for each half hour practiced.  Late practice records are accepted for half credit 
if they are turned in during the same week they are due.  A practice record turned in any 
later will receive zero credit.  

Students will also have written homework on music theory occasionally, although these will take 
a minimal amount of time to complete.  Point values for these assignments vary. 

Written and Playing Quizzes 

On designated days students will either have a written quiz on note reading, rhythm reading, 
and other music theory or a playing quiz on music specified by the teacher that week.  Parents 
should be aware that students always have something to either be practicing or studying for 
these quizzes! 

Performances 

Music is a performing art; hence, all students must attend all performances.  A concert for music 
class is equivalent to a final test for an academic class.  The only excused absences from a 
performance are in the cases of extreme illness or death in the family, and require a signed note 
from a parent for Mrs. Bartell’s approval.  Any student who fails to show up for a performance for 
an EXCUSED absence will be assigned a make-up assignment.  UNEXCUSED absences will 
not be allowed a make-up.  Failure to dress appropriately for a performance (see concert dress 
section), lack of preparation (missing music, etc.), or tardiness for a concert will result in a 
considerable loss of points in this category.  Performances are worth 100 points each. 
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Concert Attire 

The appearance of an ensemble is almost always the first thing by which they are judged.  
Audiences, whether at a formal adjudicated festival or at a school concert, form their first 
impressions of a group within a matter of seconds.  A performing group who looks professional 
and uniform instantly gains the respect of any audience.  Below are the guidelines for dressing 
for performances.  Students will be notified ahead of time if a performance will be “formal” or 
“informal.”  Please make sure you have all necessary attire considerably ahead of time to avoid 
problems on the week of (or a day before!) a concert! 
 

Formal Concerts 

All BJH ensembles (jazz band may have slight adjustments TBA) 

Boys 
- White, long-sleeved, button-down 

shirt 
- Black dress pants  
- Solid black long tie (not bow tie) 
- Clean black dress shoes (tennis 

shoes are not acceptable) with 
black socks 

- Proper grooming (combed hair, 
tucked in shirt, etc.) 

Girls 
- Solid black dress, black skirt with 

dressy black or white top, or dressy 
black pants with dressy white top.  
Skirts and dresses must be 
below knee-length. 

- Clean black dress shoes (please no 
tall heels) 

- Proper grooming (combed hair, etc.)   

 

Informal Concerts  
Both Boys and Girls, all ensembles 

Instrumental music t-shirt (provided by Mrs. Bartell) 
Black pants 

Tennis shoes (no sandals or flip flops) 

 

Dress for success!! 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Grading 

Students will be graded based on weighted categories.  The categories are as follows: 

- Rehearsal Technique- 25% 
o Promptness, preparation, having materials, in-class assignments. 

- Practice Records- 25% 
o 25 points each, 2.5 hours per week required, due each Monday. 

- Written and Playing Tests- 20% 
o Tests are given at least twice a month in a written or performance fashion. 

- Performances and extra rehearsals- 30% 
o 100 points each. Improper dress, tardiness, or lack of preparation result in a loss 

of 50 points. 

Grading Scale 

A+ = 97% and above 
A = 93% - 96% 
A- = 90% - 92% 
B+ = 87% - 89% 
B = 83% - 86% 
B- = 80% - 82% 
C+ = 77% - 79%  
C = 73% - 76% 
C- = 70% - 72% 
D+ = 67% - 69% 
D = 63% - 66% 
D- = 60% - 62% 

F = 59% and below 

Percentages are rounded up to the nearest whole number. 
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Sectionals 

From time to time rehearsals for individual sections with Mrs. Bartell will be scheduled.  
Attendance is mandatory at these sectionals, as they are a vital part of the success of the 
instrumental music program.  Sectionals will be scheduled at least a week in advance and will 
take place either before school, after school, or during lunch and will last no longer than one 
hour each.  Failure to attend a sectional without a valid excuse (illness or death in the family) 
will result in a loss of points in the performance category of the student’s grade.  

Sectional rehearsals will consist of the following: 
- Extra help for small groups of students on like-instruments. 
- Rehearsal of problem passages in music. 
- Rehearsal of small ensemble/solo music. 

Seating and Challenges 

Students’ seating (“chairs”) will be arranged so that each member of every group can best 
benefit our total performance. Seating will be assigned several times a year in class at the 
discretion of the director. 

A challenge is a way to move up a chair without waiting for a playing test or seating audition to 
occur. Challenges take place outside of class time. A student who wishes to “challenge” another 
student for their chair may do so under the following conditions: 

1) Challenge music must be approved by Mrs. Bartell 
2) Challenges only take place on specific dates predetermined by Mrs. Bartell 
3) A challenge slip (obtained from Mrs. Bartell) must be filled out, signed by both 

participating students, and approved at least 7 days before, listing the challenger, 
the student being challenged, and the proposed music. A student may NOT reject a 
challenge; however, he/she may negotiate music choice. 

4) A student may only challenge the student directly above them (i.e. 3rd chair to 2nd 
chair, not 3rd chair to 1st chair). 

5) A student may not refuse a challenge.  

Challenges will not occur the last three weeks before a concert.  All seating during this time is 
final until the performance is complete.  All challenges are subject to Mrs. Bartell’s approval.

Student Leadership 

Some reliable students will be selected to take on special leadership responsibilities in the 
music program. These leadership positions are very important as they give students a sense of 
ownership and pride of the program and the program runs more smoothly when everyone takes 
part of the responsibility. These positions include but are not limited to: section leaders, 
president, vice president, secretary, treasurer, sheet music technician, equipment manager, 
public relations coordinator, social coordinator, and representatives from each instrumental 
music class. The leaders will make several important decisions about the instrumental music 
program and its activities, help with fundraising, and represent the group to the booster club and 
school board. It is a great privilege to be selected to be a student leader and all leaders are 
expected to attend all meetings and behave maturely at all times. Mrs. Bartell reserves the right 
to remove students from a leadership position if they fail to attend meetings or complete their 
assigned tasks. 
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Parent Support 

No music program can function efficiently without the support of the parents! 

The Brea Junior High Instrumental Music Boosters are a 501(3)(c) nonprofit organization that 
exists for the purpose of supporting our music program, both physically and financially. The 
boosters are the “PTA of the music department.” At Brea Junior High, we have an outstanding 
and competitive instrumental music program that has become extremely reputable and 
respected in southern California and beyond.  In order for us to maintain the excellent quality of 
our music program, parent support is not only absolutely crucial, but expected.   

The Brea Olinda Unified School District does not provide any funding for our music program; 
therefore all finances must be covered by donations and fundraising. In addition, our program 
has grown significantly in the past several years, creating an ongoing need for more instruments 
and equipment than ever before. We encourage you to contribute to our cause however 
possible. By donating to our program, you will be certain that you will directly benefit YOUR 
child! 

Funds raised go towards budget categories including but not limited to: 

- Sheet music ($2,000+ per year) 
- Transportation and festival/competition fees ($5,000+ per year) 
- School instrument repairs and maintenance ($2,000+ per year) 
- T-shirts and uniform expenses ($1,500 per year) 
- Purchase of additional instruments (ongoing, cost varies by instrument) 
- Purchase of classroom technology (ongoing, varies) 

By having a child in a BJH instrumental music class, you are automatically a member of the 
boosters; however, our executive board (which includes a president, vice president, secretary, 
and treasurer as well as various committee chairs) forms the nucleus of the group. We strongly 
encourage you to get involved as an officer or serve on a committee!  Whether or not you serve 
as an officer, however, you are ALWAYS welcome and encouraged to attend booster meetings.  
The meetings occur only once a month, and notification will be sent to your home to remind you 
prior to each meeting.  If you are interested in helping out in any area this year, please fill out 
the Booster Volunteer Form at the back of this handbook and return to Mrs. Bartell.  You can 
also learn more by attending our informational parent meeting, which will take place in the 
month of September.  You will be notified by email of the date of this meeting as soon as it is 
determined. 

Let’s work together to provide your children the music education they so deserve! 
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Website and Parent Communication 

There are many ways for parents to stay current on instrumental music information and events.  
We will be utilizing email, two different websites, a Facebook page, as well as a texting service 
for updates.  With all of these options, it will be nearly impossible for you to NOT know what’s 
going on with your child in music class! 

Instrumental Music Website 
You will find valuable information including updated homework assignments, test dates and test 
information, concert information, downloadable practice records, links, and many other 
resources on our website, www.bjhband.com. Check it regularly and bookmark it for easy 
access!   

Charms Office 
In addition to the website, we will also be using a powerful online program called Charms Office 
(www.charmsoffice.com) for more efficient communication and bookkeeping. A separate 
document will be passed out with instructions on how to sign into and use Charms.

Google Classrooms 
Each instrumental music class has a Google Classroom on which they will find specific 
information and assignments for their particular class.  Class codes will be given out in a 
separate document and students should join their Google Classroom during the first week of 
school 

Social Media 
The Brea Junior High Instrumental Music Department also has pages on both Facebook and 
Instragram.  These pages are designed to be a fun online environment for students, parents, 
alumni, and friends of our program to connect, stay up to date with the program, and gain 
access to related online music resources.  Follow us on Facebook as BJHInstrumentalMusic 
and on Instagram as bjh_instrumental_music. 

It is certainly not required for you to use any of the above means of communication, but I highly 
recommend you take advantage of them so you will always be “in the loop!”  In addition to these 
resources, I also send regular emails and e-newsletters. Let’s face it—junior highers are NOT 
known for filling their parents in on their school activities! 
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How to Practice Effectively 

Work smarter, not harder! Helpful hints to get the most out of your practice. 

Daily practice is crucial to your success in the instrumental music program.  In order to ensure 
your success, the skills that are taught in class must be reinforced every day!   

“Excellence is not an act, but a habit!”—Socrates 

A significant portion of your grade in music will be based on your practice and daily preparation.  
Every student is required to practice a minimum of 2.5 hours per week, which easily breaks 
down to 30 minutes, 5 days a week. The best way to accomplish this is to establish a scheduled 
practice time each day and MAKE IT A HABIT!   

Many people do not understand what they should be doing during their designated practice 
time. Practice is NOT playing what you can already play easily!  Practice is NOT playing through 
a song repeatedly without stopping.  A good practice period should be consist of the following: 

- Well-rounded warm up including long tones, scales, and other technical exercises. 

- Begin with a run-through of something you know well and feel comfortable with.   

- Dig in to the sections of the songs that you have trouble with.  Isolate measures and/
or phrases and slow them down.  NEVER play anything so fast that you cannot play 
it PERFECTLY! Work with a metronome and record the speeds at which you played.  

- Remember to back up after you finish working on a selection. The hard part is not 
playing the measure(s) alone, but incorporating it into the rest of the piece. 

- Finish your practice period with something that you enjoy and play well. It is not very 
encouraging to end a practice session feeling frustrated!   

- Challenge yourself! If you already have your required music mastered, find 
something new and fun to play!  

- Make it fun! Get together with a friend and practice together! 

Tips for Parents 

- Provide an area, preferably an entire room, for your child to practice that is 
comfortable and free of noise (i.e. blaring TV, loud siblings).  Make sure a hard-back 
chair is available—cushy sofas are not conducive to good posture!   

- Enforce your child’s chosen practice time daily! 

- Encourage your child to practice by providing praise and rewards.  Be creative and 
make practice time a fun time! 

- Have your child perform for you (and the family!) at the end of a practice session.   

- Be patient.  It can be difficult to listen to a beginner, but if practice is consistent, you 
will hear rapid improvement!   
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Parent Volunteer Form 

We need your help! There are many times throughout the year when the boosters will need the 
support of parent volunteers. We will have a range of needs in many areas.  Please check any 
areas on the list that you may be able to help us with and return this form to Mrs. Bartell.   

Fill out and turn in this form by Monday, August 26 for 10 points extra credit! 

Student Name  __________________________________________________________ 

Volunteer’s Name  _______________________________________________________ 

Phone  ____________________________   E-mail  ____________________________ 

______ Serving as an officer (President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer)  

  ________________________________________________________ 
  (indicate any preferred office here) 

______ Ways and Means (creating and coordinating new fundraisers) 

______ Concert Committee (decorations, bake sale, ticket sales, ushering, etc.) 

______ Banquet Committee (planning our annual Instrumental Music Banquet) 

______ Public Relations Committee (newsletter, school board meeting representation, 
newspaper contact/press releases, etc.) 

______ Event Chaperone (festivals, competitions) 

______ I’ll help however you need me! 

______ Other- (please specify)________________________________________ 

  __________________________________________________________ 

  __________________________________________________________ 

  __________________________________________________________ 

Questions?  Don’t hesitate to contact Glenda Bartell by phone at 
(714) 990-7500, ext. 214 or by email at gbartell@bousd.us 
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2019-2020 Calendar of Events 

Please detach this schedule and keep it handy throughout the school year. It is intended to be a 
tentative outline of events; however, specific details for all events will be distributed to students in 
writing and posted on the Instrumental Music and Charms websites at least a week prior to all 
events. Not all events are included on this calendar at this time. You will be notified in advance in the 
case that there are any changes or additions to this schedule. Mrs. Bartell reserves the right to 
change event details at any time as necessary. 

Date Event Group

Fri, 9/27 BOHS football game performance, 5:30 pm Int and Concert 
Bands

Fri, 12/13 Brea Downtown performance All Bands 
(optional)

Tues, 12/17 Winter Holiday Band Concert, BJH Auditorium, 7:00 pm All Bands

Wed, 12/18 Winter Holiday Orchestra Concert, BJH Auditorium, 7:00 pm Beg. and Adv. 
Orchestras

Thurs, 12/19 Holiday Caroling in classes All groups 
(optional)

Thurs, 2/26 BOUSD District Orchestra Showcase All Orchestras

Thurs, 3/5 Spring Band Concert, BJH Auditorium, 7:00 pm All Bands

Thurs, 3/12 Concert Festival at Bonita Center for the Arts (San Dimas) TBA

Wed, 3/18 Concert Festival at Excelsior Auditorium (Norwalk) TBA

Thurs and Fri, 
3/26 and 3/27 6th graders tour BJH Concert Band/

Adv. Orchestra

Sat, 4/17 Music in the Parks competition at Knott’s Berry Farm Int. Band, Concert 
Band, Adv. Orch.

Thurs, 4/23 Open House performances Various groups

Wed, 5/13 Pops Band Concert, BJH Auditorium, 7:00 pm All Bands

Thurs, 5/14 Pops Orchestra Concert, BJH Auditorium, 7:00 pm All Orchestras

Mon, 5/18 - 
Thurs, 5/21

Auditions for Concert Band and Advanced Orchestra for the 
2020-21 school year

All 6th and 7th 
graders

Fri, 5/29 Instrumental Music Award Banquet Dinner All groups 

Wed, 6/3 8th Grade Promotion performance, 5:30 pm, BOHS stadium Concert Band
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Contract of Dedication 

The ability of a group to perform well consistently is the culmination of each individual member’s 
desire to achieve perfection. Yet, desiring perfection is but half the journey. Only with pride, 
constant effort, and a positive attitude can the steps toward perfection be made. Each person 
must take pride in what he/she does, work diligently to improve, and always approach situations 
in a positive manner. When every member contributes his/her part in the way he/she knows 
best, then, and only then, can the group perform to its potential. So learn, practice what you 
learn, and learn what you practice. 
  

Please sign, date, and detach the following and  
return to Mrs. Bartell no later than Monday, August 26. 

I, ___________________________ have received and carefully read the Brea Junior High 
School Instrumental Music Handbook. I understand my responsibilities as a member of this 
organization and agree to abide by all of the terms listed in the body of the Handbook. I promise 
to always consult this Handbook with my questions before going to Mrs. Bartell. 

___________________________________    _______________ 
Student Signature       Date 

My son/daughter has received and carefully read the Brea Junior High School Instrumental 
Music Handbook. We have reviewed it and discussed it together and understand our 
responsibilities to this organization.  

____________________________________   _______________ 
Parent Signature       Date      
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