
Beginning Guitar
Mrs. Glenda Bartell 
BJH Music Room 

2019-2020 School Year 
(714) 990-7500, ext. 214 

gbartell@bousd.us 
www.bjhband.com 

Welcome! 
You are going to have a lot of fun and learn a lot in this class. Did you know that studies 
have shown that learning how to play a musical instrument will help in other subjects and 
on tests? Of course, there are lots of other benefits to learning music, and you’re going 
to find out what they all are this year! Before you read the rest of this syllabus, you must 
understand that this is a year-long course and you are making a commitment to 
stay in it throughout the entire year. You will not be allowed to transfer out mid-year 
except in extreme circumstances or in the case that you are receiving a D or F in the 
class at the end of the first semester. If you are unsure about your ability to make this 
commitment, please talk to Mrs. Bartell right away. Do not go to the guidance office 
without first speaking to her, as it is normal for some students to feel overwhelmed at 
first and she may be able to help you decide what to do. 

Course Description
Beginning Guitar is for students who have little or no musical experience and would like 
to learn how to play the guitar. It is also for the student who may have played the guitar 
before but does not know how to read music. The course will focus on a variety of guitar 
styles and developing the ability to read music proficiently. Tablature (tabs) will only be 
used as an aid in the learning of musical notation. Students will gain skills including 
guitar tuning, note reading, basic finger picking, basic chord strumming, and some basic 
composition.  

Materials 
The following materials are recommended for your organization and success in this 
class.   

- Acoustic guitar with case and nametag. 
- Several guitar picks (these come in packs) 
- Three-ring binder or section of a three-ring binder designated for guitar class. 
- A pack of at least 25 plastic sheet protectors for sheet music and other handouts. 
- Pencil with eraser. 
- Guitar method book—see next page. 
- Recommended but not required: an electronic guitar tuner and a 

metronome for home practice. 

Please have all materials in class by Monday, August 26. Contact Mrs. Bartell 
ASAP if you are unable to obtain these materials.  She will do whatever possible to 
help! 



Instruments 
If you don’t already own a guitar, there are several reputable vendors in the area from 
which you can consider purchasing one. The following is a list of a few local stores. Of 
course, you may obtain an instrument wherever you like. You may have a family member 
or friend who plays guitar whose instrument you may be able to borrow as well. If cost is 
a problem, please notify Mrs. Bartell. There are a limited number of school guitars 
available for loan. No student shall be excluded from participating in Guitar Class 
for financial reasons.  

Guitar Center Brea 
606 S. Brea Blvd. 
Brea, California 92821 
(714) 672-0103 
www.guitarcenter.com 

Mo’s Fullerton Music 
121 N. Harbor Blvd,  
Fullerton, CA 92832 
(714) 871-1805 
www.mosfullertonmusic.com 

La Habra Music 
1885 W La Habra Blvd 
La Habra, CA 90631 
(562) 694-4891 
www.lahabramusic.com 

Sam Ash Music 
18031 Gale Avenue 
City Of Industry, CA 91748-1245 
(626) 839-8177 
www.samashmusic.com 

Acoustic guitars (either nylon or steel string) are preferred for this class, as the playing 
techniques we will be using are best suited for acoustic guitar.  Electric guitars are not 
recommended for several reasons: 1) Noise level is an issue with too many electric 
guitars in the classroom; 2) Electric guitars are too quiet to be heard without an amplifier; 
and 3) There are not enough electric outlets available to plug in amplifiers.  However, 
you may use an electric guitar if you are unable to obtain an acoustic. It is recommended 
that those who use an electric guitar also bring a small battery-operated amplifier (or 
“pocket amp”) to class.   

Regardless of the type of guitar you use or where you obtain it, please make sure 
it will last throughout the school year (or longer, since you will probably want to 
continue to play after you have completed the class!).  It is recommended that you avoid 
purchasing extremely cheap guitars found at stores like Wal-Mart, Target, or toy stores.  
These tend to be constructed more like toys than actual musical instruments and will not 
likely stand up to the amount of playing we do in this class.  They also tend to have 
problems staying in tune.  If you will be using an older guitar, also please make sure you 
replace the strings if they haven’t been played in a long while, and make sure the strings 
are the correct type for your guitar (nylon, steel, or electric).  If you are unsure, have the 
guitar inspected by Mrs. Bartell or at one of the local dealers.  Learning to play an 
instrument is like learning to drive; you wouldn’t learn to drive on a car with four 
flat tires!  A guitar that is in poor condition will impede your ability to learn to play. 



Books 
All of the music and information necessary for this class is in a guitar method book that 
we will use every day in class. This book will be yours to keep, and have already been 
pre-ordered for your convenience. The books cost $15 each.  We request a $15 
donation to offset this cost.  This donation can be check or cash.  Make out 
checks to Brea Junior High School.  All donations should given directly to Mrs. Bartell.  
Please notify Mrs. Bartell if you are unable to purchase this book; she will attempt to 
make arrangements to accommodate you. 

Instrument Storage 
Guitars may be stored daily in the Music Room.  The room will usually be open by 7:30 
am so that students may drop guitars off in the mornings, leave them throughout the day, 
and pick them up at the end of the day to take home.   Guitars should be stored in a 
case labeled with the student’s name (luggage tags work well).  It also helps to have 
something identifiable attached to the guitar such as a key chain.  This will help avoid 
guitar mix-ups, as many guitars and cases look almost identical.  Due to the large size of 
the guitar and band programs, space is limited, so it is of the utmost importance that the 
guitar storage area be left extremely neat and organized.  Any student storing their guitar 
in an inappropriate area of the room will receive detention.  In addition, it is not 
recommended that students leave valuables in their cases during the school day.  The 
school takes no responsibility for lost or stolen items, including guitars, tuners, etc.  It is 
strongly recommended that the student take the instrument home every day, both 
for practice and for security.  

Attendance 
Your daily attendance is crucial to your success in this class.  Tardiness and truancies 
will not be tolerated.  Failure to comply with the school attendance policy will result in 
disciplinary action.  Each tardy will result in a loss of 5 points from the student’s daily 
participation grade.  Students with consistent tardies will receive detention and possibly 
Saturday School.   



Rules and Procedures 
- Be in the classroom before the bell rings, and have all materials out and be ready 

to play no later than 2 minutes after the final bell. Students not in their seat 
when class begins will be marked tardy and participation points will be marked 
down if materials are not out and ready.  Backpacks should be stored under your 
chair, and guitar cases should be placed on the guitar rack in order to keep 
walkways clear. 

- Any student who fails to bring his/her guitar or required materials to class will be 
given a written assignment to work on in lieu of the missed rehearsal. Repeat 
offenders will receive additional consequences, including detention and loss of 
points towards the student’s grade.   

- If your guitar needs a repair, take it to a repair shop as soon as possible.  It is 
important to take care of all repairs including broken strings quickly so you do 
not fall behind in class.  This is the only acceptable reason for not having your 
instrument in class.  If your guitar is in the repair shop, you must bring a 
note signed by a parent to avoid having points deducted from your grade. 

- When Mrs. Bartell steps on the conductor’s podium, stop everything you are 
doing and listen.  Any time the teacher is speaking/teaching, guitars should be 
kept across your lap with the strings facing down.  This is referred to as “rest 
position.”   

- Under no circumstances may any member of the guitar class touch or play the 
drums and percussion equipment in the back of the room, or any other 
instrument that does not belong to you.  Doing so will result in immediate 
detention.  No exceptions or excuses! 

- You will be given at least 3 minutes to clean up at the end of class.  During this 
time you need to put your guitar and all materials away, straighten your chair and 
music stand, and throw away any trash in your area.  Once these tasks are 
completed and you have returned to your seat, Mrs. Bartell will dismiss you—
NOT the bell! 

- There is no gum, food, or drink allowed in the Music Room at any time.   

- Raise your hand and wait to be acknowledged before speaking. 

- Respect your classmates, your teacher, yourself, and all equipment. 

- Follow directions at all times, the first time! 

- Try your best—improve each time you play! 

Discipline plan 
Disruptive behavior and other behavior out of accordance with class rules will be 
handled accordingly (in no specific order—violations will be handled as appropriate to 
the offense): 

- Verbal warning 
- Parent contact  
- Minor Incident Report 
- Detention 
- Major Incident Referral 
- Saturday School 
- Class Suspension 



Homework and Practice Records 
You must practice daily to succeed in learning any musical instrument.  Therefore, 
practice is normally the only homework in guitar class, and it is the most heavily 
weighted portion of your grade.  During class, we play the songs in the book together.  
If a student is not prepared and did not practice the music, it holds back the entire class. 
Students are liable for whatever music was learned in class.  Sometimes there will be 
more specific practice assignments, but since each student is different in their strengths 
and weaknesses, they are usually expected to practice and log the areas they need the 
most work on.  Students are always responsible for mastering at home the material 
we played in class that day.    

Each student must practice for a total of 2.5 hours each week, 5 days a week, which 
easily breaks down to 30 minutes each day.  It is recommended to plan a practice time 
that you will adhere to every day so it becomes part of a routine and you won’t “forget” to 
do it, etc.  A practice record logging the time that you practice is due EVERY 
MONDAY, signed by a parent or guardian.  These are worth 25 points per week—
five points for each half hour practiced.  Late practice records are accepted for 
half credit if they are turned in during the same week they are due.  A practice 
record turned in any later will receive zero credit.  

Students will also have written homework on music theory occasionally, although these 
are very simple assignments and will take a minimal amount of time to complete.  Point 
values for these assignments will vary. 

Independent Practice 
Students in guitar class always have a wide variety of musical preferences and styles, 
and sometimes the method book does not provide music in all of these styles.  This year, 
students will have time allotted in class for them to work on a song of their choice.  It 
doesn’t matter if it is written in tablature, musical notation, or chords, and it can be in any 
style, as long as it is a song that holds the student’s interest long enough for the student 
to master the song.  Students will regularly take turns performing these songs in class 
for each other.  This gives them the valuable experience of playing in front of an 
audience that is supportive of them and at the same time helps the teacher to assess the 
students’ progress.  Any practice on the song used for the independent playing project 
can be included on the weekly practice record, but should not be the only thing 
practiced!  All practice assignments from the method book should be completed 
before moving on to independent practice songs.   

Written and Playing Quizzes 
Students will regularly have written quizzes on note reading, rhythm reading, and other 
music theory or a playing quiz on music specified by the teacher that week.  Parents 
should be aware that students always have something to either be practicing or studying 
for these quizzes!  These quizzes account for 30% of the student’s grade. 



Semester Projects 
Approximately the last three weeks of each semester, students will complete a major 
project.  The purpose of this final project is for the students to incorporate the use of 
everything that they have learned during the semester.  Projects will incorporate 
everything that the students have learned during the semester, and are a fun way to use 
these musical concepts in a creative way, rather than a test.  These are major projects , 
however, and will have a significant effect on the final grade.  Detailed information about 
these projects will be distributed later on.    

Grading Policy 
Students will be graded based on weighted categories.  The categories are as follows: 

- Rehearsal Technique- 30% 
o Promptness, preparation, having materials, in-class assignments, etc. 

- Practice Records- 25% 
o Must log 2.5 hours per week on a minimum of 5 days for full credit, due 

each Monday signed by a parent. 
- Written quizzes, playing quizzes, and in-class performances- 25% 
- Semester final project- 20% 

BJH Music on the Web 
You can find valuable information on guitar class including downloadable practice 
records and other class documents, links, and many other resources on our website, 
www.bjhband.com.  Check it regularly and bookmark it for easy access!   

I’m looking forward to a wonderful year of music-making!  Please keep this 
syllabus for your information consult it when you have questions about the class.  
Of course, I welcome your questions and concerns as well.  You can reach me at 
(714) 990-7500, ext. 214 or by email at gbartell@bousd.us.  



Contract 
Make sure you have read the syllabus carefully, sign below and return this page to 
Mrs. Bartell by tomorrow, Tuesday, August 20. This is your first homework 
assignment, worth 10 points! 

I have read and understand the rules and regulations set forth in the above syllabus.  I 
agree to abide by all listed procedures.  I understand that if I do not abide by the rules 
listed, there will be disciplinary consequences. 
  

________________________________       ________________________________ 
Student Name (print)          Student Signature 

________________________________       ________________________________ 
Parent Name (print)          Parent Signature 
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