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The philosopher Plato said, “Music is moral law. It gives soul to the universe, wings to the mind, 
flight to the imagination, and charm and gaiety to life and to everything.”  This is especially true 
today.  If this global pandemic has shown us anything, it is that music is crucial, especially during trying 
times.  Music brings us together, and music heals. 
 
But for every musical performance, there’s more to the story than what you see on the surface.  Every 
single one of those virtual choir, virtual band, and virtual orchestra videos that you see all over the 
internet right now reflects many hours, perhaps hundreds of hours, of practice and hard work.  That 
hard work, and not talent alone, is what musicians do in order to create their art.  Our musicians at Brea 
Junior High are no exception to this rule.  You have experienced first hand what it is to strive for 
perfection in order to create a masterful performance.  
 
Our BJH student musicians are the epitome of Bobcat PRIDE. Their excellence as musicians is a 
testament to these characteristics that we so value at Brea Junior High, particularly the qualities of 
Positive Attitude and Determination. I truly believe that our Instrumental Music students are the best in 
the school, and I am so grateful to have had the opportunity to know and work with each of you. 
 
Around this time in a “normal” school year, we would be celebrating with a banquet.  We would be 
gathered together in a banquet room, having a catered dinner, enjoying the company of one another, 
celebrating our accomplishments, and I would be presenting awards.  This year is different.  On Friday, 
March 13, our school year was put to an abrupt halt.  Little did we know that we wouldn’t be presenting 
our last concert, we wouldn’t be competing at festivals, we wouldn’t be going to Knott’s Berry Farm, 
celebrating Superior ratings and Esprit de Corp trophies.  We won’t be relaxing in the music room 
watching movies this week.  We won’t be hanging out on the field on the last day of school, signing 
yearbooks and eating shaved ice from the Mustache Mike’s truck.  We won’t be having an 8th grade 
promotion on a football field.  But that doesn’t mean that we can’t still celebrate our accomplishments. 
Believe me, this will be a year you NEVER forget. 
 
However, in light of recent events and the state of the world around us, I have decided that today, 
instead of recognizing a few select students for awards, I want to celebrate ALL of you.  One common 
phrase that we’ve all heard over and over throughout the last 3 months is “we’re all in this together.” 
Without each and every one of you, we would not be a band; we would not be an orchestra.  We are a 
family tied together by music, and every single one of you has contributed to that. 
 
In the wake of a global pandemic, rampant racial injustice, and civil unrest, it feels as if the world is 
crumbling around us.  In times like this, there is a quote by the great American conductor and composer 
Leonard Bernstein that I turn to for comfort.  He said, “This will be our reply to violence: to make 
music more intensely, more beautifully, more devotedly than ever before.”  I often think, optimistic 
as I may be, that if everyone were in a musical group together, the world would be a better place.  As 
musicians, we must work together towards a common goal--to make beautiful music.  Empathy and 



understanding are key in reaching this goal.  Regardless of each individual’s unique background, when 
we play together in a band or orchestra, it is our shared mission to tell the story of the music.  Music 
can express joy, hope, sorrow, grief, anger, and even a wide array of emotions that cannot be put into 
words.  Like actors, musicians must tap into these emotions, feel them, and express them to a wide 
audience.  This is evidence as to why musicians, YOU, are some of the most compassionate human 
beings on Earth. 
 
Today I ask you to use this superpower for good.  You can all be agents of change.  Remember what is 
written on your music shirt--”Peace, Love, and Music.”  Never stop bringing music into the world, for 
you can make it a better place. 
 
I can’t wait for the moment that we will be able to play together again. Until then, please know that I 
wish nothing but the very best for every single one of you.  I would now like to share with you the song, 
“Have it All” by Jason Mraz.  It expresses perfectly how I feel about you. 
 
Click here to watch video 
 
Each of you will be receiving a certificate for the completion of your band or orchestra class via email 
later this week.  In addition, all 8th graders who have participated in music for BOTH years of junior 
high will be receiving a medal at the drive through promotion on Wednesday that is engraved with the 
words, “BJH Music, 2018-2020.”  I hope that you will treasure these keepsakes from your junior high 
years. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lCTVccHc5hA

